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TIPS FOR COOKS

Most cooks will appreciate the knowledge served up in "Tips Cooks Love," by Rick Rodgers and Sur
La Table (Andrews McMeel Publishing, $15). This portable book is handily organized alphabetically, in
encyclopedic style, and it still contains an index beyond that. Learn the perfect way to cook a
hamburger, what to do to prevent watery eggplant and how to bake even cake layers, among the more
than 500 other tips.

— McClatchy-Tribune News Service

IT'S TIM TAM TIME

Pepperidge Farm Tim Tam cookies are here through March. A favorite in Australia, Tim Tam cookies
house chocolate cream between two layers of crispy biscuits covered in chocolate fudge. Tim Tam
Chocolate Crème and Caramel cookies are sold at grocery stores and mass merchandisers nationwide.
The new Tim Tam Classic Dark cookies are sold only at Target. Suggested retail is $3.39. For more
information, visit www.ilovetimtamcookies.com.

A TOAST FOR EGGNOG

Crystal Egg Nog, produced by Modesto-based Foster Farms Dairy, is the perfect base for many holiday
recipes such as cookies, cakes and holiday breads. For recipes, visit http://fosterfarmsdairy.com.

EASY OPEN OLIVES

Lindsay Olives now come in recloseable plastic 6.5-ounce tubs. Consumers simply open the pull-top
lid, spoon out some olives, then reclose with the plastic cap and store in the refrigerator. No need to
transfer to another container. Once opened, the olives can be refrigerated, with or without brine, for up
to 10 days. The recloseable container is recyclable and reusable, and is available in original black ripe
olives and new Italian seasoned flavors. Natural oregano, basil and rosemary create the Italian flavor.
Lindsay Olives are available in grocery stores and at www.lindsay olives.com. Suggested retail is
$2.99.

FEAST ON THESE BOOKS

Here are two new books that are a feast for the eyes:

• "New American Table," by Marcus Samuelsson; Wiley; $40

"You can't go to cook in America," Samuelsson's French chef mentor told him. "All they eat is burgers."
Samuelsson found out soon enough that such was not the case, and his cookbook, which he calls a
tablescape of American food, is an evocative testament to the rich and varied foods of his adopted
country. The chef and co-owner of Aquavit in New York, Samuelsson is a familiar face in the food
world, with two other cookbooks and numerous TV appearances to his credit.

Born in Ethiopia, raised in Sweden, trained in France: Samuelsson's background already boasts the
melting-pot experience — a theme found in his recipes for American regional foods such as
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empanadas, lobster rolls, fried dumplings, baba ghanoush, pad thai, mushroom risotto, lamb chops and
jerked catfish. His recipe for meatloaf is on Page E-2.

One of Samuelsson's best chapters is holiday recipes for dishes such as sesame-fried tilapia, miso-
rubbed lamb with red curry broccoli, Szechuan-roasted hen and coconut rice pudding with fried
bananas.

How are these holiday foods? They're the flavors of immigrant experience merging with traditions of
celebrating holidays

• "French Feasts: 299 Traditional Recipes for Family Meals and Gatherings," by Stephane
Reynaud; Stewart, Tabori & Chang; $40

There is practically no preamble to the recipes in this encyclopedic text on French home cooking from
the author of "Pork & Sons" and "Terrine." No sweet talk; Reynaud moves straight to the lovemaking.
Ah, but what passion. The terrines, sausages, stews, coddled eggs, gratins, salads, braised meats and
tarts of rustic Sunday suppers in France never had it so good.

Warning: Every photograph will make you want to book a flight to France to eat yourself silly. Thick
layers of yellow fat atop paté; the crusty mantle of a cassoulet; the perfectly poached egg in a frisee
salad; the burnt edges of fruit on an apple tart — they all conspire to make your mouth water.

To round out the French cooking, there are tips on wine, on making perfect croissants, on opening
oysters, on selecting cheese.

But you'll keep coming back to the soul-stirring recipes for food you don't have to cross the pond to
savor.

— The New York Times
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